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A Fallen Thing
Shinji Nagashiro

Aliens found a piece of unknown matter on
the surface of their star.

An alien said, “Certainly, this can’t be just
any matter. Look this shape. I think this is
artificial matter. This is odd-looking matter
which differs from stone.”

The second alien said, “I wonder if this is a
treasure of an ancient world. If it is so, we
explain why this shape differs from ours.”

But the first alien disagreed, saying, “No, it
can’t be so, for our knowledge covers not
only highly developed technology, but also
even the ancient civilization since the dawn of
history. Yes, we know about all of this star.
But not even one of us knows about this
matter. I’m sure that this is an artificial thing
made by another civilization of another star.”

Hearing the two aliens’ discussion, the
third alien said, “We can easily answer such a
question as “‘Where did the matter come
from?” with our power of technology.”

He picked out a machine which looked like
a laser gun and pointed it toward the matter.

“Now, look at this. The analysis has
finished. According to the composition of this
matter, it seems that this came out of our star
as expected. And one more thing, this
machine show that this is just a shell and the
content is in the shell.”

Surprised, the first alien replied, “What? |
wonder if it is a bomb for wars of
aggression.”

The third alien replied, “No, our machine
didn’t show the existence of such energy.
Maybe, I think this is a thing that has fallen
from a space ship.”

While they are speaking, their fellows had
come up and started precise observation about
the fallen thing.

Nagashiro, S. (2010). A fallen thing. OTB
Forum, 3(1), 45-48.
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The shell was removed carefully, upon
which the content in it appeared. It seemed to
be a small device. The device had a small
switch. A member of them tried turning on
the switch. The device flashed and the light
from the device made an image in the air.

This technology was a hologram which the
aliens’ civilization also had. The figure had
two hands, two legs, and a head which was on
top of the body. Everything else differed from
their bodies.

The hologram had a voice. They started to
decode the language soon.

Within 30 minutes, the decoding work was
finished and they could understand the
message. The hologram said the following:
“Hello, everyone on other stars. We are
Earthlings on the Earth, which is the third
planet of our solar system. The star map
shows the relative coordinates from other
major stars to the Earth. We are investigating
whether other life-forms which have
intelligence exist in space except us. It is not
strange that other intelligent life-form exist in
a large universe. We sent this video message
with our hope. When you finish watching this
message, we’d like you to launch a rocket as

indicated in the last part of this video message.

If you don’t have such technology, we will
show you how to make rocket in the last part
of this video message. In addition, it is
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Figure 1. The Voyager
Golden Record. This disk
was launched into space in
1977 aboard both the
Voyager 1 and VVoyager 2
spacecrafts. Although

lacking a hologram as in this
story, it did include various
images from our world
(shown) as well as audio
recordings of sounds and
languages of ‘Earthlings”
(the reverse side). They are
intended for any intelligent
extraterrestrial life forms or
for future humans who may
find them. Reproduced from
Wikipedia Commons.
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considered that this message can't reach you
while we live, so we use radioisotope dating
with the carbon 14 to show our age. Please
look at the last part of this video about this,
t0o.”

The explanation indicated that carbon 14 is
an isotope of the sixth element. This method
had also been used in this star for a long time.
The same technology was likely to be used in
a similar universe. The carbon in it showed
that this civilization was about 5,000 ago. It
follows from the average lifespan of
organisms that the people of that age would
be dead.

“However, as they had this rocket
technology 5,000 years ago, their level of
technology would have had to have been
either as high as ours, or less than ours then.
As expected, other intelligent life-forms we
have dreamed of for a long time exist.”

“What do you think? People of that age
would surely be dead. I think we should send
our message to the earth for their dream
which they couldn’t realize.

“I think so, too. We have never met people
on another star, so | want to talk to them very
much. At any rate, if we send a reply, | want
to send quickly using space-warp, not using
some way from the past.”

The majority of them agreed with this idea.
Everyone was excited about meeting with
aliens for the first time.

After several days, a space-warp rocket
with their reply in it was launched. This
rocket can jump space literally in places
which have little effect from gravitational
fields. According to their schedule, the rocket
was going to arrive at the Earth within 10
days.

While they are waiting, it was a hot topic:
What was earth like? What was earthlings’
life like? What technology did they have and
what literature did they like?

There was no end to their imagination.

After several days, a large spatiotemporal
tunnel was opened far up in the sky of the
aliens’ star. Finally, Earthlings came to their
star. Everyone looked at it with a gleam of
interest in their eyes, but the ship that came
out of the spatiotemporal tunnel was a huge
battleship which was as large as a planetoid.
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Their capital was destroyed and their
ground became a “the sea filled with fire”.

Yes, the aliens hadn’t realized that, much
as the character of a child will change as it
grows, so will a civilization change over
5,000 years. Although they also returned fire,
they had no chance of winning against the

overpowering technology of earth civilization.

Yes, the things which had changed during
5,000 years was not only the earthlings’
thought, but also the technology, for the gap
between them was apparent.

How relative this story is ...

DUMIHIER AT BN ZDEIZR > TE 2D
72, BITATIC B 20T,

2N, BRZE R R AN TE - DIZE
Kig, TN F/NKBIZELHLIEETHY .
Wi TzmE RS & Z2REEAND
IR L CTHEBEE RO T-DT,

e & OEHERDBED L, D O HHT KDY
AN

o, BREANEBIFRSOW TN o7
DIz,

— NDONEIOVERN, BET HICLIZR-
TEEL TN L9212, —oOXXHOEAEL
ETELBRTITEDL>TETLEIDE LW
PRt

1% 6 b B TIGER U722, HERSCRA o JE4
72BN ORI TR HR -T2,

9. HTFFEONICEEZT TWTZDIX,
HER AN D BART T TldZe o 72072,

W OROBSES, DI OEITFEARTH
277,

ML E S, RHIREETH D,

About the author: Shinichi Nagashiro is a second-year student at Tsukuba University in the Department of

48



	Conclusion
	Vocabulary and Collocations
	Grammar
	Research Projects
	References Cited




